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“I think our ITQ system with limited entry has worked well to achieve the goal of providing a 

better-regulated and more stable commercial fishery in Wisconsin waters of the Great Lakes.”

William H. Horns, Great Lakes Fisheries Specialist, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

 “IFQs allowed halibut fishermen to spread out their effort and avoid bad weather. 

We see the results at the fresh fish counter almost any time of year—more fresh fish.”

Ted Stevens, US Senator, Alaska (1968-2009) 

“This tool vests fishermen with an incentive to conserve the fishery, eliminates 

such bureaucratic restrictions as minimum size limits and season closings and 

reduces dangerous operating conditions.” 

George W. Bush, US President (2001-2009)

“Carefully designed catch shares can get overfished fisheries on a path to profitability and sustainability, 

thereby improving the health of ecosystems in the long term, and placing greater control and business 

decision-making in the hands of fishermen.”

Eric Schwaab, Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 24 136
Active Programs Unique Species Covered

1971 Wisconsin Great Lakes Individual Transferable Quota Program

1989 Yaquina Bay Roe-herring Cooperative Program 

1990 Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean Quahog Individual Transferable Quota Program

1991 South Atlantic Wreckfish Individual Transferable Quota Program

1992 Western Alaska Community Development Quota Program 

1995 Alaska Fixed-gear Commercial Halibut and Sablefish Individual Fishing Quota Program

1997 Pacific Whiting Conservation Cooperative Program

1998 Virginia Commercial Striped Bass (Rockfish) Individual Transferable Quota Program

1999 Bering Sea Pollock Conservation Cooperative American Fisheries Act Program

2001 Pacific Sablefish Permit Stacking Program 

2004 Maryland Black Sea Bass Individual Fishing Quota Program

2004 Georges Bank Hook Cod Sector Program **

2004 Delaware Commercial Black Sea Bass Individual Transferable Quota Program

2005 Maryland Summer Flounder Individual Fishing Quota Program

2007 Georges Bank Fixed-gear Cod Sector Program **

2007 Gulf of Alaska Rockfish Pilot Cooperative Program

2011 Pacific Coast Groundfish Trawl 
Rationalization Program

2010 Gulf of Mexico Commercial Grouper and Tilefish 
Individual Fishing Quota Program

2008 Bering Sea Aleutian Island Non-pollock Groundfish Harvest Cooperative Program

2009 Rhode Island Summer Flounder Sector Allocation Pilot Program

2009 Mid-Atlantic Golden Tilefish Individual Transferable Quota Program

2004 Virginia Black Sea Bass Individual Transferable Quota Program 

2010 Atlantic Sea Scallop Individual Fishing Quota 
Program - Limited Access General Category

2010 Northeast Multispecies Sector Management Program 
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** As of 2010, part of the Northeast Multispecies Sector Management Program* Data for 2011 are projections
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Value (US$) and Volume (lbs) of 

landings from US federal catch 

share programs compared to all US 

federal fisheries.

Since the early 1970s, the US has implemented over 24 catch share programs 

in federal and state waters. Here is a timeline showing each of those programs.

2005 Bering Sea Aleutian Island Crab (King and Tanner) Individual Fishing Quota Rationalization/Individual Processor Quota Program

US Catch Shares Over Time

2007 Gulf of Mexico Commercial Red Snapper Individual Fishing Quota Program

2002-2006 Chignik Salmon Cooperative Program   


