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JOIN US FOR AN EXCURSION TO  
THE CROWN JEWEL OF THE CARIBBEAN

 Cuba 

March 25–April 1, 2023 6 days | 7 nights

Gardens of the Queen 
National Marine Park
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Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) 
invites you on an adventure to 
experience Cuba’s unique marine and 
coastal environments. Join EDF staff 
and ocean experts to celebrate 20+ 
years of working with our Cuban 
partners to safeguard marine areas, 
protect sea life and revive fisheries.

Spend time with EDF experts and our 
Cuban partners and guides exploring 
Cuba’s famous Gardens of the Queen 
National Marine Park, home to 
abundant mangrove forests, sea grass 
beds, coral reefs and a wide variety  
of sea life. P
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Our experts

Fred Krupp 
President

Fred Krupp has guided EDF for  
more than three decades. Under 
Fred’s leadership, EDF has become 
one of the world’s most influential 
environmental organizations. He  
has focused international attention  
on the problem of methane emissions 
from the oil-and-gas system and led 
EDF’s innovative corporate partnerships 
with FedEx, KKR, McDonald’s, Walmart 
and others.

Dan Whittle 
Senior Director, Caribbean

Dan Whittle co-founded EDF’s Cuba 
program more than 20 years ago  
and directs EDF’s work to advance 
conservation of marine and coastal 
ecosystems in Cuba. Dan has been  
to Cuba 80+ times, working with 
Cuban scientists, lawyers, resource 
managers and communities to 
identify and implement collaborative 
strategies for fisheries management, 
coral reef conservation, and 
sustainable coastal development.
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CUBA

Camaguey

Jucaro

Havana

Gardens of the Queen 
National Marine Park

*Please note, the itinerary is meant to give you a 
general idea of what to expect but is subject to 
change. Group flights to Cuba from a departure  
city in either the U.S. or Canada will be determined 
closer to the trip date. The trip may need to be 
extended by one day on either end to, depending 
on flight availability.

Itinerary*

March 25 
Arrival in Cuba
Meet your travel companions in the 
morning at the U.S. or Canadian 
departure city airport (TBD) for your 
flight to Cuba. After arriving in Cuba, 
travel by bus to the tiny fishing village 
of Jucaro on the central coast. Upon 
arrival, board the Jardines Avalon III 
for the approximately 4 hour trip to 
the Gardens of the Queen National 
Marine Park, known locally as 
Jardines de la Reina. After docking  
at the beach, enjoy cocktails and  
a casual on-board dinner with Cuban 
scientists and naturalists, who will 
provide a comprehensive orientation 
to the marine reserve.
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March 26 ‑ 31 
Gardens of the Queen 
During your stay in Gardens of the 
Queen, you will experience EDF’s  
work close-up with Cuban scientists 
and oceans experts. In the evenings,  
enjoy conversations about fisheries 
management and sustainable coastal 
development in Cuba, the broader  
Caribbean and around the world.

Each day is typically broken into two 
activity sessions – morning and 
afternoon – with lunch and dinner taken 
together back on the boat. You will  
have the option to participate in several 
activities operated and guided 
exclusively by Avalon Outdoors, and  
you may select any combination of 
activities that you prefer.

Scuba divers and snorkelers will travel 
by open motorboats to dive sites and 
see and learn about the profusion of 
colorful and diverse life in coral reefs, 
seagrass beds and mangroves. Both 
experienced and novice fishers will 
spend time fly fishing with expert 
guides (catch and release only) in the 
shallows for bonefish, tarpon, permit 
and snook. There will be opportunities 
to walk the beach and enjoy the many 
species of terrestrial wildlife and wading 
shore birds on the islands. Relaxing on 
the boat is always an option as well.

April 1 
Departure Day
Set sail from Gardens of the Queen to 
Jucaro. Travel to the airport for your 
flight home. 

If you prefer to extend your stay in Cuba, 
let us know and we will put you in 
contact with our trusted tour operator  
who can arrange a custom, cultural  
exchange visit for you. 
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Accommodations

Jardines Avalon III 
Jardines Avalon III is a 15-cabin, 
spacious, live-aboard vessel, created  
to provide its guests with maximum 
comfort and safety. Each cabin has  
air conditioning climate controls, an  
en suite bathroom, and two single beds 
that can convert into one larger bed.  
It features a roomy, air-conditioned 
salon and dining area, a sun deck 
complete with a Jacuzzi, lounge and 
deck chairs, and a shaded wet bar and 
grill. Chefs serve-up delicious meals, 
snacks, and drinks that highlight  
Cuba’s cuisine. 

Note: Due to its remote location, you should plan to 
be without internet and cell phone access during 
your time in Gardens of the Queen.
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PRICING DETAILS

$10,900 per person double occupancy 
$14,200 per person single occupancy 

Cost includes: round trip air between departure city 
(TBD) and Cuba, visa, transfers to/from Cuban airport 
to Gardens of the Queen, room and board on Jardines 
Avalon III, all activities (guided by Avalon Outdoor), 
gratuities for boat staff and guides, emergency 
medical and evacuation insurance, and accompanying 
EDF staff experts. 

Not included: transportation between participant’s 
home city and trip departure city, lodging costs pre/
post trip, travel insurance to cover trip cancellation or 
general medical expenses, and incidentals. 

A $2,000 per person deposit and enrollment form is 
required to reserve your space on this trip. Final 
payment is due by December 15, 2022. Please see the 
trip payment and cancellation policy for more details.

Your trip fee is considered a fee-for-service 
payment and is therefore not tax deductible. 
This is in accordance with IRS guidelines. 

To reserve your spot, contact: 

Lisa Valdivia 
Program Manager, 
Donor Travel & Engagement 
lvaldivia@edf.org 
415-293-6124

TRAVEL SAFELY WITH EDF

When you travel with EDF, your health and 
safety are our top priorities. EDF and our travel 
partners have developed robust safety protocols 
to protect the health of travelers, staff and the 
communities we visit. In addition, all travelers 
receive emergency medical and evacuation 
coverage through Global Guardian. 

As conditions and guidelines for the COVID-19 
pandemic continue to evolve, so will our 
protocols. Your registration on this Cuba trip 
indicates acceptance of and an agreement  
to abide by EDF’s and our travel partners’ 
protocols (health screenings, social distancing, 
boat entry and departure protocols, vaccination 
requirements, etc.), as well as any country-
mandated travel requirements in place at time  
of travel. Please note: EDF requires that all 
participants be up to date with all recommended 
COVID-19 vaccines and boosters, as defined by 
the CDC, prior to the trip start.*

EDF advises all individuals to follow the guidance 
of public health experts at the Centers for Disease 
Control and the World Health Organization in 
protecting themselves and others from COVID-19. 

*If you have any questions regarding requirements
or protocols, please reach out to Lisa Valdivia
lvaldivia@edf.org
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