October 30, 2017

SUBMITTED VIA REGULATIONS.GOV
Administrator Scott Pruitt
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ariel Rios Building
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460
RE:

Request by Environmental Defense Fund for a Public Hearing on the Proposed
Repeal of the Clean Power Plan, EPA–HQ–OAR–2017–0355

Dear Administrator Pruitt:
On behalf of our over two million members and supporters, Environmental Defense Fund
(EDF) respectfully requests public hearings on the proposed repeal of the Clean Power Plan 1 –
America’s only nation-wide limit on climate-destabilizing pollution from existing fossil fuelfired power plants. Your proposed repeal of this vital safeguard would abandon EPA’s
fundamental legal obligation to protect the public from this pollution, and would expose
communities across the country to greater risk of climate disruption. It would also cost
thousands of American lives and harm public health in myriad other ways. A public hearing –
which the Clean Air Act requires you to convene 2 - will provide an essential forum for us, our
members, and the public to raise concerns related to this deeply harmful and reckless proposal.
The Clean Power Plan is the most important step that America has taken to address the
urgent threat of climate change, which is already having severe and worsening impacts on
Americans’ health and welfare. Americans across the country are reeling from deadly storms,
flooding, and wildfires exacerbated by climate change. The impacts of climate change—
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including extreme weather, spread of disease, sea level rise, increased food insecurity, among
other harms—can cost businesses, families, governments and taxpayers hundreds of billions of
dollars through rising health care costs, destruction of property, increased food prices, and more. 3
The Clean Power Plan is an eminently achievable step to reduce climate-destabilizing pollution
from our nation’s largest stationary source of this pollution—as EPA is required to do under the
Clean Air Act. EPA’s 2015 analysis of the final Clean Power Plan showed it would annually
avoid up to 3,600 deaths, 90,000 childhood asthma attacks, and 300,000 missed school and work
days.4 Moreover, the Clean Power Plan would drive continued growth in the nation’s vibrant
clean energy industry, which is already delivering well-paying jobs and broad-based economic
opportunities in communities in red and blue states alike.5 The proposed repeal of this common
sense measure would also be contrary to the will of Americans - who overwhelmingly support
strict limits on power plant carbon pollution. 6
It is essential that the public have an ample opportunity to provide input on such a
momentous and destructive action. Prior to issuing the proposed Clean Power Plan in 2014,
EPA engaged in extensive outreach to the public to solicit ideas and input on the design of a
program to reduce carbon pollution from the power sector. EPA held eleven listening sessions 7
across the country and heard from hundreds of stakeholder groups, including states, power
companies, labor unions, nongovernmental organizations, consumer groups, industry and others.
After the release of the proposed Clean Power Plan, EPA held four, two-day public hearings on
the proposal which accommodated hundreds of members of the public who wished to speak
about the proposal.8 EPA also held a series of webinars9 during the proposal and after
finalization of the Clean Power Plan, continuing the Agency’s commitment to working with
stakeholders. This process stands in stark contrast to the total absence of public hearings that
preceded your proposed action.10
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For these reasons, we request a public hearing under section 307(d)(5) of the Clean Air
Act on your proposed repeal of the Clean Power Plan. We emphasize that this hearing must
provide a meaningful opportunity for public participation, just as EPA afforded on the proposed
Clean Power Plan. We therefore request that you hold multiple public hearings in the same
locations as the hearings on the proposed Clean Power Plan (held in Pittsburgh, Atlanta, Denver,
and Washington, DC), as well as in communities that are on the front lines of climate change and
suffering the harmful health impacts of power plant pollution on a daily basis. This approach
would allow for broad participation by the millions of Americans in every region of the country
who would be affected by your proposal to repeal America’s only nation-wide limits on carbon
pollution from existing power plants.

Respectfully submitted,

Mandy Warner
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Martha Roberts
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