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Agenda

• Introductions

• Water Accounting & Trading Platform Overview

• Scenario Analysis Using GET

• Water Accounting Options

• Workshop #2 Planning – Break-out Sessions

• Q & A
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PLATFORM  OVERVIEW
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Initial Development
Landowner-led Pilot Phase:
• Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage 

District (RRB) initiated Water Trading 
Platform pilot project in 2018

• Implementation guided by landowner 
workshops and mock trading sessions

Open Technology
• Leverage data integrations (OpenET, 

CIMIS, etc.)

• Community technology model
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INTERACTIVE  DEMO
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SCENARIO  ANALYSIS 
USING  GET
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Our Love/Hate 
Relationship with Models

• Managing groundwater requires 
groundwater models

• Groundwater models are inherently 
complex and inaccessible to most 
people involved in water 
management

• Groundwater modelers typically have 
little background in water 
management

• Ongoing groundwater modeling to 
support water management decisions 
is typically unsustainable
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Any model can be 
used in real-time

• Bringing automation technology to 
water management

• After model setup, even complex 
model runs can be completed with 
minimal effort

• Time to completion only depends on 
model run times

• Automatically view and modify 
results
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Models are readily 
available and “live 
on” after an initial 
modeling study.

Models can be 
easily utilized 
for a variety of 
applications.

Visualize the 
results of 
model runs in 
real time.
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© Olsson, 2018

The Groundwater
Evaluation Toolbox
(GET)
• Impact of water trades

• Long-term management of 
aquifer drawdown

• Tracking aquifer recharge

• Groundwater – surface water 
interactions
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GET can be:

• Used as a stand-alone tool
• Supporting water management decisions

• Education

• Integrated into broader platforms
• Rosedale Water Accounting Platform

• Twin Platte Natural Resource District 
Groundwater Managers Dashboard
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Interactive Demo
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ACCOUNTING  FOR  WATER  USAGE
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Accounting for Water Usage

Three approaches to consider:
1. Remote Sensing (e.g., OpenET)

2. Direct Measurement (e.g., 
flow meters or electrical usage)

3. Self Reporting
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WORKSHOP  #2  PLANNING
BREAK-OUT  SESSION
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Defining Personas

A user persona is an archetype or character that represents a 
potential user of a platform. In user-centered design, personas 
help the design team to a product that best meets the needs of 
users.
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Persona List

• Producer / Landowner

• Groundwater Manager

• Regulator

• Elected Official and Staff

• Groundwater Modeler / Consultant

• Scientist / Academic

• Data Manager

• NGO Partner

• Community Member

• Other?
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Break-out Session Goals
Workshop attendees will develop an understanding of how a Water Accounting and 

Trading Platform could benefit you through a collaborative session to:

 Review persona definition

 Develop the User Tasks that are relevant to each persona (“As a landowner, 

I want to…”)

 Begin prioritizing those User Tasks, including considering “readiness” (e.g., 

“We like the idea of water trading, but it may not be possible for years.”)

 Inventory the types and quality of available data the persona may be able to 

provide or use
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Break-out Session Survey
www.surveymonkey.com/r/KTNW5QB

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KTNW5QB
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Open-source Software Approach

No license costs, no vendor lock-in

No subscription service fees

Available for anyone to use, contribute, 
modify

Options to Leverage the Platform

Utilize established functionality and adapt 
the configuration

Customize functionality and configuration

Self-manage and host

Scaling and Onboarding

Smaller user groups, or those with flexible 
requirements, can participate with minimal 
up-front costs

Larger agencies or organizations, or those 
with more specific requirements, can tailor 
the platform to their needs

Scalable system focused on integrating with 
existing data sources and systems

Growing a User Community
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To learn more, please visit … 

Demo Platform
waterplatform.edf.org

StoryMap
edf.org/waterplatformstory

Source Code
github.com/sitkatech/rio

or contact … 
Eric Averett

eaverett@rrbwsd.com

Christina Babbitt
cbabbitt@edf.org

Jim Schneider
jschneider@olsson.com

John Burns
john.burns@sitkatech.com

https://waterplatform.edf.org/
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Q & A


