
The ecologically important and vulnerable
Volcanoes of Kamchatka area in eastern

Russia will be protected, in significant part
due to EDF work. An EDF-drafted resolu-
tion urged that the area be listed as a World
Heritage Site and be protected from destruc-

tive development, including a planned gold
mine that might have been financed with
U.S. funds. The resolution was endorsed by
70 governments and 600 non-governmental
organizations and adopted at the World
Conservation Congress last fall (see January

1997 EDF Letter).
The responsible UN committee

then officially designated the area a
World Heritage Site, citing the reso-
lution as grounds for urgent action.
EDF research and advocacy last year
had delayed proposed financing for
the gold mine by the U.S. Overseas
Private Investment Corporation
(OPIC), the U.S. government agency
that provides risk insurance and
financing for U.S. corporate invest-
ments abroad, mainly in developing
nations.

The Kamchatka peninsula in Rus-

For the Long Island scientists whose living
rooms served as EDF’s only offices 30

years ago, the situation had gone far
enough. They were fed up with the spraying
of DDT, which was harming ospreys and
other wildlife. They had gone to the mos-
quito control commission with a safer alter-
native, but got the cold shoulder. So they
decided to go to court—even though, in
those days, there was no precedent for a
lawsuit to defend the environment.

“If the opposing attorney had thought to
challenge our standing, we’d have been out
on our ear,” said Art Cooley, an EDF
founder who is still a trustee today. As it
turned out, Art and his colleagues won an
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Solar: A Bright Idea
Fair Shake on the Road

Clean, silent, and efficient, solar
electricity is a practical energy
solution whose time has come.

Landmark settlement brings 
relief to low-income riders of 
public buses in L.A.

Super Recycler

Buy Recycled and Save

Mild-mannered solid waste expert
disguises man of (recycled) steel.

Complete the “cycle” in recycling
and help reduce pollution by
using this shopping guide to
easy-to-find recycled products.

Endangered Species Found Clustered in “Hot Spots”
Most endangered species in the U.S. are found

in a relatively few critical geographical
areas, according to a report by EDF and Prince-
ton University scientists recently published in
SCIENCE. Southern California, the Hawaiian
Islands, southern Appalachia, and the Southeast-
ern coastal states—especially Florida—emerged
as particular “hot spots” of potential extinction.

The report, “Geographical Distribution of
Endangered Species in the United States,” by ecol-
ogists Andrew Dobson, Jon Paul Rodriguez, and
W. Mark Roberts, all of Princeton, and David
Wilcove of EDF, is the first county-by-county
analysis of endangered species distribution.

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, in an
accompanying article in SCIENCE, said the study
should “help maximize the protection of species
at the least cost and inconvenience to the public.”

The report examined patterns of geographi-

cal distribution of 924 threatened and endan-
gered plant and animal species in 2,858 U.S.
counties.

Protection Can Be Targeted 

The report suggests that a large number of
endangered species can be protected on a small
fraction of U.S. land. By expanding protection
efforts and funds in some of the key areas pin-
pointed by the new report, wildlife agencies
could protect endangered species more effective-
ly and efficiently than in the past.

Many conservationists have long believed
that by focusing protection efforts on key groups
(for example, birds or mammals), they would be
protecting other groups of organisms, too. But
the study found that generally different groups
of endangered species overlap “only weakly.”

Ten endangered species. Reprinted with
permission from the cover of SCIENCE,
Vol. 275, 24 January 1997.

Russian Volcanic Area to be Saved

This Siberian sable is one of many animals that live in
the unique “island” ecosystem of Russia’s Kamchatka
Volcanoes region.

Director’s Message

EDF Celebrates Its
30th Anniversary Year

By Fred Krupp
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apply and mail it
back to us.

You may also con-
tact EDF’s Member-
ship staff by phone
( 8 0 0 - 6 8 4 - 332 2 ,
from 9 to 5 Eastern
Time weekdays), by
fax (202-234-6049),
or by e-mail (mem-
bers@edf.org). For
fastest service, please
mention your mem-
bership number as
shown above your
address on the back
page of this newslet-
ter. Membership

Office numbers are is listed on page 2 of
every EDF Letter for your convenience.

News Briefs

Letter

Canada’s House of Commons Votes to Ban Ethyl’s MMT
The Canadian House

of Commons voted to
ban the manganese-
based gasoline fuel addi-
tive, MMT. The Canadi-
an government said the
ban was necessary
because MMT damages
automotive systems for
monitoring tailpipe
emissions. The measure
is now before the Cana-
dian Senate.

Health risks associ-
ated with MMT use
were a further concern
in the debate. The
House transcript quotes EDF toxicologist
Dr. Ellen K. Silbergeld’s testimony before
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency:

“We know that manganese at high dose is
a demonstrated human neurotoxin with per-
sistent and irreversible pathological effects on
brain structure and resulting severe impair-
ments in movement and mental state,” said
Silbergeld, who went on to explain that the

effects of the long-term
low dose exposure that
would result from
MMT use are
unknown. EDF opposes
the sale of MMT in the
U.S. until adequate,
independent health test-
ing shows it to be safe.

MMT is manufac-
tured by the Ethyl Cor-
poration, which pro-
duced leaded gasoline
for 70 years. The U.S.
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency refused to
approve MMT for sale

based on health concerns. In 1995, however,
EPA was forced to allow the sale of MMT
after a court ruled that the agency lacked
authority to consider its health effects.

EDF has urged American oil refiners to
pledge not to use MMT. A recent EDF sur-
vey confirms that refiners representing 85%
of the U.S. oil market are not currently
using MMT.

The Canadian Senate, meeting in these Par-
liament buildings in Ottawa, is now consider-
ing a bill to ban MMT in gasoline.

EDF members
have different prefer-
ences for how and
when they want to
receive mailings
from EDF, and our
Membership staff is
ready to meet your
needs.

For instance, you
may prefer that EDF
not exchange your
name with other
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
groups or not call
you on the phone.
Whatever your pref-
erences, just let us
know. Please use the reply envelope in the
center of this issue to mark the options that

EDF Members: How Much Mail is Right for You?

Ready to take your requests are (clockwise from left):
Lyat Sheintal, Sara Kindler, and Maria Fyodorova.

How a “Life-Income” Gift Helps EDF
A “life-income” gift to EDF will allow you to make a
significant donation to help protect the environ-
ment, while enjoying a steady flow of income for
your lifetime. By making a life-income gift to EDF
you will:

• Receive a sizeable charitable deduction for
your gift;

• Eliminate capital gains tax on the transfer of
your asset;

• Receive a lifetime income;
• Avoid probate costs and estate taxes.

And the principal remaining after your lifetime
will provide EDF with much-needed resources for
the protection of the planet. 

For more information, or for a personal
proposal exploring the tax and income benefits

of a life-income gift, please contact 
Anne B. Doyle, Director of Planned Giving, 

EDF, Box 27, 257 Park Avenue South, 
New York, NY 10010. 212-505-2100. 
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New Guide for Local Activists
EDF and the Pollution Prevention

Alliance have produced an Environmental
Sustainability Kit, an action-oriented, acces-
sible guide for local leaders who want to
work to reduce pollution in their commu-
nities. The Alliance, a network of EDF and
over 200 regional, state, tribal, and local
activist groups, promotes pollution preven-
tion and sustainable communities in the
Great Lakes region.

The Sustainability Kit was produced by
EDF engineers Lois Epstein and Meena
Palaniappan and EDF attorneys Bill Davis
and Kevin Mills. It suggests ways to democ-
ratize decision making and bring communi-
ty interests together to work on improving
the environment. It provides practical advice
on how to communicate effectively, find
and use resources, and measure progress,
and includes case studies of successful local
pollution prevention projects and work-
sheets to use in implementing the ideas.

Now EDF is launching pilot projects with
local groups in Cleveland and Dayton, Ohio,
Milwaukee, and Gary, Hammond, and East
Chicago, Indiana, to address local environ-
mental problems and also create models
whose lessons can be used elsewhere.

The Environmental Sustainability Kit (110
pages, $15 prepaid) is available from EDF
Publications, c/o the Washington office.



injunction against DDT in Suffolk County.
Elated, they pursued the case from one state
to the next and ultimately won a nation-
wide ban on DDT in 1972. The resurgence
of the osprey, bald eagle, peregrine falcon,

and other magnificent
birds of prey is living
testimony to their
success.

This year marks the
25th anniversary of
the banning of DDT
and the 30th anniver-
sary of the founding
of EDF. Throughout
1997 we will be cele-
brating the progress

made in those 30 years toward stronger pro-
tection of the environment and human
health. And we will be thanking the mem-
bers and friends and staff of EDF who have
made that progress possible.

As part of the celebration, we’ve assem-
bled an electronic compendium of thou-
sands of articles and images from EDF’s his-
tory, beginning with the very first issue of
EDF Letter in January 1970. The “search”
feature at EDF’s web site (www.edf.org) lets
you locate names and topics in the com-
pendium almost instantly.

That first issue of EDF Letter could have
been the last. “There are only enough funds
left for a few months of operation,” it said.
“During that time either EDF secures new
funds or goes out of business.” Thank good-
ness, the EDF members of that year respond-
ed generously—and the rest is history.

OPIC still has not definitively refused to support any
future development proposals that could affect the
Kamchatka World Heritage site. EDF members can
help by letting OPIC know that such proposals are
not acceptable. Write to: Ruth Harkin, President,
Overseas Private Investment Corporation, 1100
New York Avenue, N.W., Washington D.C. 20527.
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Fred Krupp
Executive Director

Celebrating EDF’s 
30th Anniversary Year

Remembering Honorary Trustee
William Parsons, NY Attorney

William Parsons, who served on EDF’s
Board of Trustees from 1978 to 1988 and
then became an Honorary Trustee, died in
December at 87. A prominent attorney, he
was Chairman of the Board of Teacher’s
College of Columbia University, Board
Chairman of the New York Community
Trust, and trustee of many other charitable,
cultural, and educational organizations.

“He had a remarkable dedication to the
community,” recalled attorney James W.B.
Benkard, an EDF Trustee who also served
with Parsons on the board of Teachers Col-
lege. “He was a citizen of the City in the most
caring and productive manner possible.”

EDF Founder Wins Prestigious Award
The 1996 Heinz Award for The Environ-

ment was given to ecologist Dr. George
M. Woodwell, founder and director of the
Woods Hole Research Center and a major
figure in the formation and early develop-
ment of EDF. The awards, named for the
late U.S. Senator H. John Heinz III, were
created by his widow, EDF Trustee Teresa
Heinz, to celebrate significant and sustained
individual contributions.

Dr. Woodwell’s pioneering research in a
wide range of areas has made him a leader
in recognizing and urging action on envi-
ronmental threats. His recent studies of
global warming have placed him at the
forefront on that issue. His early research
on the effects of pesticides contributed to
EDF’s ultimately successful efforts to ban
DDT. In October 1967, EDF’s Articles of
Incorporation were signed in Woodwell’s
office at Brookhaven National Laboratory

on Long Island.
“This award not only recognizes George

Woodwell’s great personal achievements, but
also helps fuel increased public understanding
of the importance of environmental advocacy,”
said EDF executive
director Fred Krupp.

In accepting the
award, Dr. Woodwell
said, “The world has
made the transition
from empty and
large, relative to
human needs, to full.
In the former world,
there was room for
human expansion and global biophysics
took care of itself. The full world demands
a new level of scientific wisdom and politi-
cal and economic effectiveness not previ-
ously demonstrated or necessary.”

Unique Russian Volcanic Area To Be Protected
sia’s Far East is
one of the world’s
most active and
varied volcanic
landscape. Almost
entirely surround-
ed by the sea and
with unforested tun-
dra to the north
acting as a barrier
to the spread of
species, Kamchatka
is much like an
island for its plants
and animals, including many that are in
danger of becoming extinct. It is the base
habitat for the white-shouldered eagle,
whose eight-foot wingspan makes it the
largest species of eagle in the world. About
60% of the estimated 4,500 white-shoul-
dered eagles left in the world live in Kam-
chatka, as do brown bear, mountain goat,
black-capped marmot, lynx, snow ram, elk,
sable, and otter.

The proposed gold mine was to be
located on the border of the World Heritage
Site, in the watershed of the principal rivers
of the world’s largest and most spectacular
salmon spawning habitat. Salmon are not
only the basis of the food web on which the
area’s mammals and birds depend for sur-
vival but also important to the economy of
Kamchatka.

Bruce Rich, director of EDF’s Interna-
tional program, has learned that it was a let-
ter and report drafted by EDF last May that

Continued from page 1. caused OPIC to
delay considera-
tion of the mining
proposal until the
World Heritage
Committee met in
December. Writing
on behalf of major
U.S. environmen-
tal groups, EDF
warned OPIC that
its consideration
of loans and risk
insurance for the
gold mine was

contrary to its own environmental guide-
lines. Documents and correspondence from
the mining company and from OPIC
leaked to EDF indicate that OPIC had
already given the mine an environmental
clearance. The letter and report forced them
to backtrack and refuse to process the min-
ing proposal.

“The mining company is now suing
OPIC for ‘leading them on,’” said Rich.
“They blame OPIC for listening to EDF, the
Sierra Club, and other groups and ruining
what was a done deal.”

George Woodwell

EDF MEMBER ACTION ALERT

Nowhere else on earth do so many volcanoes and hot
springs exist in such proximity to so many native plant
and animal species as in Kamchatka.

Continued from page 1.
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