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Local approval of ethanol plant siting also needs to consider impacts on water
resources in areas of existing water scarcity. Policies should encourage construction
adjacent to wastewater facilities, where ethanol plants could treat and reuse waste-
water. Local agencies should be careful to consider indirect effects of ethanol in
driving new irrigated cropland acres as well as calculations of water use directly for
ethanol plant operation. 

Some areas in the Ogallala Aquifer region, particularly parts of Colorado and
Nebraska, have existing groundwater protections that will reduce opportunities to
convert new land to irrigated production. Strengthening and expanding any exist-
ing local and regional groundwater conservation efforts may be one of the most
effective ways to minimize groundwater depletion and the destruction of signifi-
cant remaining blocks of wildlife habitat.
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