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Project Statement 
 
Environmental Defense and DuPont are engaging in a partnership to develop a 
framework for the responsible development, production, use and disposal of nanoscale 
materials that identifies, manages and reduces potential risks across all lifecycle phases 
(hereinafter referred to as “the framework”).  DuPont and Environmental Defense want 
to ensure that nanotechnology’s benefits are maximized while the potential risks are 
effectively assessed and managed.   
 
Nanotechnology is the design and manipulation of materials at the atomic scale such that 
novel properties emerge.  Governments and industry around the world are spending 
billions of dollars to develop and promote nanotechnology, yet there has been far less 
effort to understand and manage the potential environmental and health risks of this new 
technology.  History has shown us that widely commercializing a new technology before 
appropriately identifying and managing its risks can result in serious adverse 
consequences to human health and the environment, as well as costly litigation, liability, 
and cleanup.  Current regulations, designed for a world before nanotechnology, should be 
reassessed and changed as needed to account for the novel properties of nanomaterials.  
Business and government may need new approaches to make sure workers, consumers, 
the public and the environment are adequately protected. 
 
We agree that it is in the best interests of industry, academia, the public, and the 
environment for companies to proactively develop, in advance of government regulations, 
a framework for responsible nanotechnology standards.  The development and adoption 
of such a framework can ensure safe development and public acceptance, limit potential 
liabilities, and provide a practical model for reasonable government policy on 
nanotechnology safety.  DuPont and Environmental Defense will apply their technical 
and policy expertise to develop a framework that can serve as a powerful and useful model 
for both industry and government.  
 
Project Goals 
 

• Develop a practical framework for the responsible development, production, use 
and disposal of nanoscale materials that identifies, manages and reduces potential 
risks across all lifecycle phases.  This framework will define practices to:  

1. Identify potential hazards to human health and the environment of 
nanomaterials;  

2. Assess the potential for release of and exposure to such materials; and  










