The bottom of the barrel

HOW THE DIRTIEST HEATING OIL POLLUTES
OUR AIR AND HARMS OUR HEALTH
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The problem
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dudge-burning buildings— which represent 1 percent of the city’s buildings— contribute

87 percent’ of the city’s heating oil soot

pollution. E 0 0 Figure 1: NYC asthma hospitalization rates
' compared to national average
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Figure 2: This Figure depicts the dramatic difference in pollutants generated by
No. 6 oil compared to No. 2 heating oil or natural gas. No. 4 oil is typically a 50/50
mix of No. 6 oil and No. 2 heating oil.

Comparison of Harmful Emissions from Different Heating Fuels

Emissions per BTU (as % of No. 6 Qil)
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Locations of NYC buildings that burn dirty fuel
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Figure 3: Distribution of the approximately 7,000 buildings burning No. 4 or 6 oll
with active permits (an additional 2,000 buildings have permits “under review”
meaning buildings trying to renew their permits or buildings that previously
didn’t burn No. 4 or 6 oil applying for a permit to burn No. 4 or 6 oil.
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Figure 4: Top ten zip codes with most buildings burning No. 6 oil

New York State relies heavily on dirty No. 4 and 6 oil for heating
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The solutions
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What can | do?
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Figure 5: Comparison of heating fuels price projections (Average 2010-2020) by EIA
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No price projections exist for interruptible natural gas rates.
Interruptible natural gas rate provided by National Grid — New York City, September 2008
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Proper maintenance and efficiency measures help reduce heating fuel
expenses
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Policy recommendations
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Incentives
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